
 

 

 

OUR PICNIC, July 26, 2014 

Our annual pot-luck picnic is always held on the fourth Saturday in July at Pringle Grove. 
This is a beautiful private picnic area located at the end of Pringle Lane about one mile from 
Soquel, off of Main Street/Glen Haven Road. 

The picnic is open to all who would like to 
come and there is no charge. We ask that 
you bring a potluck dish to share and your 
own table service. Water and coffee will be 
provided. The luncheon begins at noon, but 
we urge you to come early so you can enjoy 
the many historical photos and scrapbooks 
and meet and make friends.  

Our speaker this year is Geoffrey Dunn. 
His topic is “WHY SOQUEL IS IN THE 
HEART”. 

Geoffrey Dunn is a native of Santa Cruz 
County and a scion of a well known Italian 
fishing family. He is an historian and an 
award-winning author and documentary 
filmmaker with more than three decades of 
experience as an investigative reporter.  

Dunn has also served as a Senior Editor for 
Metro Newspapers in Northern California, 

where he has garnered awards for investigative journalism from the National Newspaper 
Association, the California Newspaper Publishers’ Association, and the Peninsula Press 
Club. 

He has published many books and articles including, as co-author, the history of the 
Bargetto wine making family of Soquel. Google Geoffrey Dunn for more information. 

 

 

http://www.capitolamuseum.org/Revise/Soquel/SoquelPioneer.html


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  We need your help. 

This has been a busy year for a new president. I was inagurated in July. In September, we were 
informed that one of our trees had fallen across Bates Creek and narrowly missed a neighbor’s 
garage. Long story short, David Lewit and I spent many hours hiring an arborist, getting bids and 
applying for permits.   

The arborist recommended that four hazardous trees be cut. One was a root system with three 
large trunks. The lowest bid came in at over $12,000. With the cost of the arborist and the permits, 
we will be spending nearly 14,000 to have the tree work done.  

We have the money in our reserves, but it will deplete much of our funds. For years, 
we have been able to operate on a grant from the Angel family. (Nora Angel was our 
first president). Even though we receive donations, we have no other source of income. 
Our annual expenses have always been more than our income. Property taxes, 
insurance, renting the room at the library and picnic expenses run about $4,000 each 
year. 

We have already received some generous donations, as noted on the thermometer, but 
we need much more if we are to continue to function for years to come. Perhaps you 

would consider making a special donation in honor of a friend or family member, or remembering 
us in your will in order to help save the future of the Soquel Pioneer and Historical Association. All 
donors automatically become members. 

Thanks to all who have helped us. Judy Parsons 

LAST MINUTE UPDATE! As we go to press, we have just received our tree cutting permit from 
the county. There are several conditions attached, including the planting of 12 trees, hiring a 
biologist to identify bird habitants and an arborist to designate where to plant the trees, etc.. 
The $14,000 goal we have set may not be enough. Please consider this when making your 
donation. 

THANK YOUTO ALL WHO HAVE ALREADY GIVEN:

Alistair R. Anderson, Mary Bailey, Sylvia J. 
Beccaria, Evelyn Blakemore, Julia Mae 
Burgess, John and Lynne Caldwell, William L. 
Casalegno, Anne E. Chapin, William R. 
Cummings, Alice Daubinbis and Wayne 
Hunneman, Sim Strauhal Gilbert, Bonnie and 
Duncan Gillies, Marc and Laura Grossman, 
Kitty Hansen, Arlene Hollingshead (in the 
name of Ralph and Marie Bonsall), Mary Ellen 
Irons, Linda Jordan, Bob and Pat Kenyon, 
Mary and Gene Hopkins, Pat Jones, Linda 

Jordan, John & Jeannie Kegebein, Eric Lake, 
Betty Landess, David and Lynda Lewit, Ted 
Maddock, Margaret (Meg) Madsen, Donaldine 
A. McRae, Kenneth & Lois K. Miller, 
Hiram Mogaard, Keith and Barbara Murray, 
Judy Noren ( in memory of Al Noren), Richard 
Nutter, Paul and Judy Parsons (in memory of 
Carol Hill), Frank A. Perry, Alice M. Ponza, 
Richard W. Pool, Chris Poulos, Andrew and 
Patricia Poulos, Willa Dean Reynolds, Barbara 
Thompson, Louis Tuosto, Barbara Negro 
Walker, Jerry and Robyn Walters 



SURPRIZE! 

 

Last year Richard Nutter was surprised when 
supervisor John Leopold presented him with 
a declaration from the Board of Supervisors 
honoring him for over 20 years as president 
of the Soquel Pioneer and Historical 
Association.  

WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH 
THE PIONEERS 

Soquel Cemetery-The Soquel Cemetery is 
located in a beautiful creekside area on Old 
San Jose Road about a mile up from Soquel 
Rd.  The cemetery is currently being mowed 
by a volunteer, but there is no one 
responsible for its upkeep. The Pioneer 
Association will have a Cemetery Clean-Up 
Day later this year.  We will pass around a 
Cemetery clean-up sign up sheet at the next 
picnic. Let us know if you would  be willing to 
lead a group. 

Non-Profit Status- We are researching the 
option of obtaining non-profit status for the 
association. This would enable donors to 
deduct their donation during tax time. There 
could be other benefits as well, ie, savings on 
insurance and property tax costs. Any help 
would be appreciated. 

 

Fundraiser at Discretion 
Brewery 

 
If you love history and/or beer (or not),  Join 
us on June 23. We will be holding our only 
fundraiser at Discretion Brewery. The 
Brewery will donate 20% of their beer 
proceeds to our organization during that day 
and evening.  Pioneer Association members 
will be available to hand out information and 
talk about our mission. Discretion Brewery is 
located behind HomeScape and SC41 at 2703 
41st Avenue. 
This is your opportunity to support the 
Pioneers and have a fun evening at the 
same time. (They also have good food). 

          

Soquel River Walk-In April, we partnered 
with the Coastal Watershed Council and the 
Capitola Museum for an historical walk on 
Soquel Creek. Frank Perry, new curator of the 
Capitola Museum, led a walk around the 
mouth of Soquel Creek in Capitola. He shared 
many historical facts about the creek. Over 50 
people attended. For information on the 
Coastal Watershed Council, go to: coastal-
watershed.org 

Porter Memorial Library Handicapped 
Access-The Porter Memorial Library is 
seeking funds to build wheelchair access so 
that handicapped persons can enjoy the 
library. The current plan involves a concrete 
access to the front door and removing the 
bathroom partition. They would also add 
handicap parking in the rear and improved 
access along the side of the building. We 
normally pay one third of their operating 
expenses, but we cannot help pay for the 
access . 



WHAT’S NEW WITH THE 
PIONEERS 

 
The Soquel Pioneer and Historical Association 
will propose an amendment to the By-Laws to 
enlarge the Board to nine members instead of 
six. This will give us an opportunity to share 
some of the board tasks. 
We are currently recommending all current 
board members plus: 
  
John Caldwel: John’s heritage dates back to 
the Castro family and the well known 
Caldwells of  Kennolyn Camp He really is the 
nephew of Aunt Marion and Uncle Max. 
 
Jim Hobbs: Jim is a professional 
photographer and the son of Marion and 
Frances Hobbs. You old timers will remember 
Marion as our postmaster and Francis as the 
Soquel Elementary School secretary. Both 
were members of the Pioneers. Marion 
served as our president. 
 
Frank Perry:  Frank Perry was born and 
raised in Santa Cruz County. his mother’s 
family  settled in the Live Oak area in 1919.  
Frank has long been interested in local 
history and has written a variety of historical 
books.  For many years Frank worked on a 
free-lance basis researching, designing and 
building natural sciences and historical 
exhibits for museums and park visitor 
centers.  He built the displays for the Pioneers 
at the Porter Memorial Library.  Presently, 
Frank serves at Curator of the Capitola 
Historical Museum. 

Membership Dues- In accordance of our 
Bylaws, membership dues will be $1.00 per 
year. Membership is not required to attend 
the annual picnic, only to vote or serve on the 
Board or a committee. Taking advantage of 
membership includes the good feeling of 
being a part of this community organization. 

Committees- During the next Picnic on July 
26, we will have sign-up sheets for the 
following committees… 1. Historical Room 
organization at the Porter Library, 2. 
Cemetery Clean-Up, 3. Photo Preservation 
and 4. Raffle Donations. If you cannot attend 
the Picnic and want to be on a committee, 
please contact Judy Parsons. 

 

Last year we auctioned this piece of the old 
post office mural refurbished by the original 
artist, Frank Hill.  

The winner was Russ Hobbs, brother of Jim 
Hobbs and son of Marion Hobbs, former 
postmaster. 



OUR BOARD 
Judy Parsons, President - juudy@aol.com 
Lynda Lewit, VP/Secretary – lynlewi@comcast.net 
David Lewit, Treasurer – david@davidlewit.com 
Ted Maddock - tedder.m@sbcglobal.net 
Alice Daubenbis – alice@cruzio.com 
Richard Nutter - dicknutter@earthlink.net 
 


Visit our website at: soquelpioneers.com
 

mailto:alice@cruzio.com

