
 

 

 

2018 

OUR 80TH ANNUAL 

POTLUCK PICNIC…WILL BE ON 

JULY 28 AT PRINGLE GROVE. Lunch at noon, 

come early to enjoy music and displays. 

Our speaker is LISA ROBINSON. Her topic is… 

 BEAR WITH US, BEARS IN SOQUEL  

 In the mid 1700’s 

the San Francisco 

Peninsula was home 

to a large number of 

Grizzlies. The 

abundance of food 

was shared between 

the hierarchy of 

wildlife and the 

native peoples; there 

was plenty for all. In 

just a few decades, 

this would change. Confrontations between man 

and bear often resulted in death or serious injury. 

By the late-1800s there were few grizzlies left here 

and by 1900, grizzlies, once prolific, had been 

hunted to extinction. This talk will recount stories 

of bear encounters, both grizzlies and black bears, 

in the Santa Cruz area from the late 1700s to the 

present day. 

Lisa is president of the San Lorenzo Valley 

Historical Society. She is a member of the 

Santa Cruz MAH Landmark committee and of 

the publications committee. She is a local 

history writer and editor of several history 

publications. You can find her biography at: 

http://slvmuseum.com /board.html

History of the Soquel Pioneer 

and Historical Association  

by Lynda Lewit 
 

This is the 80th Anniversary of the Soquel 

Pioneer and Historical Association. The Pioneer Picnic 

has been a yearly tradition since 1939. The Pioneers 

Club began from an “Old-timers Group” from the First 

Congregational Church of Soquel. The first picnic held in 

1939 was attended by 110 persons. At that first Picnic it 

was decided that all persons who were born in or had  

resided in Soquel 50 years or more were eligible to 

become Active Members. All others were Associate 

Members. 56 people were registered as Active 

Members during that first Picnic. 

During the sixth Annual Picnic in 1944, Lloyd and 

Anne Pringle announced that they were making the 

legal arrangements to donate the beautiful Pringle 

Grove to the Club. (Lloyd Pringle was Soquel's 

Postmaster.  Ann Maddock’s family ran a bakery in 

Soquel Village, now Aldo’s). The Pringles purchased the 

property from the Frederick Hihn family. (Continued on 

pg. 3) 

     SEE YOU AT THE PICNIC 

    

Presidents Message  Page 2 Well, we tried, but it didn’t work. But you can’t say we 

aren’t flexible. Last year we asked for a $5.00 (Per adult) 



donation for lunch and an additional $5.00 donation to 

become a member. It was way too confusing for 

everyone, attendees, members and volunteers. 

So this year, anyone who donates any amount 

automatically becomes a member. We need to keep 

track of our members to maintain our non-profit status. 

If you sign in, and voluntarily donate, you will be added 

to our membership list. There will also be membership 

forms and envelopes available for those who prefer to 

donate by check. And there is always PayPal 

So! what’s a good meal, lots of fun and information 

worth to you? 

It’s a potluck, so please bring food to share and a place 

setting. The money goes for sound equipment, sanitary 

facilities, property taxes, park maintenance, room at 

Porter Memorial Library, web page, Soquel signs, etc. 

Even though we ask for donations for the potluck, we 

will never turn anyone away from the picnic, but those 

who do donate will receive a special name tag. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

The Soquel Pioneer and Historical Association is 

grateful for all the financial and physical help we 

receive. We have no dues, but we do have 

expenses We need to rebuild our reserves and we 

need your help! 

 Enclosed in this newsletter is a donation 

envelope. So, even if you can’t attend, you might 

consider sending in a donation of any amount or 

you can link to PayPal from the 

www.SoquelPioneers.com website. A Board 

member continues to match donations of $100 or 

more, up to $1,000 for the next year!  

We also appreciate the many Volunteers who 

assist with the annual picnic and the preparation 

during the year. Thank you: Bill Purcell, Sim 

Gilbert, Pat Poulos, Jay Alvarez, Stacey Ely, Amy 

Ely, Cruz Ukelele Club Dominique Daubenbis, Wayne 

Hunneman, Laura Grossman, Jill Perry and the Santa, 

Chase Jacques-Maynes, David Emmanuel, Keith 

Harmon and many others.  

Please contact Lynda Lewit, 831-818-8109, 

Lynlewi@comcast.net if you want to volunteer at the 

Picnic or during the year.  Please contact Board 

President Judy Parsons if you want to donate raffle 

prizes. We also welcome larger value items like condo 

vacation stays, event tickets, etc. for our Live Auction 

        
Volunteers 1981 

Your Legacy with Soquel Pioneer 

and Historical Association 

For those of you who want to provide continued 

support for the Historical Association, you can 

become a Pioneer Legacy Donor. By including The 

Soquel Pioneer and Historical Association in your 

estate plans, you will help ensure that we will 

continue our mission to preserve and promote 

Soquel History. 

We encourage you to consult with your financial, 

legal, or tax advisor to make certain that your gift 

fits well into your overall circumstances and 

planning. 

For more information and to let us know that 

you’ve included The Soquel Pioneer and Historical 

Association in your estate plans, please contact 

Judy Parsons, at 831-476-1871 or juudy@aol.com. 

   The Soquel Pioneer and Historical Association, a 

California non-profit corporation, with a business 

address of 5270 Pringle Lane, Soquel, California 

95073. Our Federal Tax 

Identification number is: 47-

3236907 
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Lloyd Sturtevant and 
Anne E (Maddock) 
Pringle 
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            The Martina Castro family donated the flag 

pole, picnic tables and barbeque which were 

erected in 1945. The Deed was presented in 1945 

after the Club became a legal non-profit 

organization. 

There is an entry in the 1945 minutes that 

stated, “The Grove consists of one and seven-

hundredths acres of ground with five hundred feet 

bordering on Bates Creek. There are seven varieties 

of trees including beautiful redwoods. This spot has 

been used by the Soquel people as a gathering 

place for over eighty-five years. The old rustic 

circular dance hall, the bandstand high around the 

trees and the lemonade booth are only memories 

in the minds of our oldest members.” (Winnie E. 

Young, Secretary, 1945) 

 Current Board Members who are 

descendants of the Pioneer families include 

Deborah Maddock  (Maddock/ Parish family),  Lisa 

Nelson (Pringle family), Jim Hobbs (Young family), 

Alice Daubinbis (Daubenbis family), and Lynne 

Caldwell (Castro family-John Caldwell. 

1895  

Have you ever seen a bear in 

Soquel? Come to the picnic to 

hear about bears in Soquel! 

80 YEARS AGO 

By Frank Perry 
The Soquel Pioneer and Historical Association is one of 
the first organizations of its type in the Monterey Bay 
region. We thought it would be fun to take a look back 
and see what else was making news 80 years ago  
*The U.S was still in the Great Depression, and nearly 8 
million people were jobless. 
* The big stars of the Cinema were Bette Davis, 
Humphrey Bogart, Spencer Tracy and James Cagney. 
* President Roosevelt set the minimum wage at 40 
cents per hour. 
* Howard Hughes set a new aviation record, circling the 
world in 3 days, 19 hours and 17 minutes. 
 Helen Wills Moody captured her 8th Wimbledon singles 
title. 
*”Wrong-Way Corrigan” made his famous transatlantic 
flight from New York to Ireland after claiming he set out 
for California. 
*Orson Wells broadcast “The War of the Worlds” over 
the radio, causing some listeners to believe the world 
actually was being invaded by space aliens. 
*Hitler continued to gain power and took over Austria. 
On the night of November 9-10, young Nazis smashed 
and burned Berlin stores owned by Jews in what 
became known as “Kristallnacht”. 
*Pearl Buck won the Nobel Prize for literature. 
*Kate Smith introduced the song “God Bless 
America”on her radio show. 

 
SEE YOU AT THE PICNIC! 

Saturday July 28 at Noon 
Come Early 

YOUR BOARD OF DIRECTORs 
Judy Parsons, President juudy@aol.com 

Frank Perry, Vice President perry@cruzio.com 

Lynda Lewit, Secretary lynlew@comcast.net 

David Lewit, Treasurer david@davidlewit.com 

Lynne Caldwell, Board jcaldwell@jps.net 

Allice Daubenbis, Board Montana@cruzio.com 

Jim Hobbs, Board jhobbs@gmail.com 

Deborah Maddock, Board dlmadd@scglobal.net 

Lisa Nelson, Board lisanelson2424@gmail.com 
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WE ARE MORE THAN JUST A PICNIC! 

This has been another busy year for your board. 
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 *We have rewritten our agreement with the Porter 

Memorial Library. 

 

*We supported the Soquel Congregational Church’s 150 

anniversary by presenting them with a photo album of 

all the church pictures in our SmugMug photo 

collection. One of the photos was enlarged and placed 

In the church hall. We also provided them with a table 

of historic displays, thanks to Lisa Nelson. 

 

*We have provided the Porter Memorial Library with 

bookmarks to be passed on to readers. The bookmarks 

have information about the Pioneers including our 

activities and web page.  

 

*And, we have continued to update our photo 

collection online for your enjoyment. It is still a work in 

progress even though we have hundreds of pictures for 

you to peruse. We hope to have a photo album of past 

picnics ready for the picnic. We always welcome 

new/old photos for our collection.   To view  the photos, 

just go to our web page: Soquelpioneers.com. 

 

              
             1992 Picnic 

 

      A SPECIAL TREAT…AGAIN! 
 
This year we will have the return 
of the Santa Cruz Ukulele Players. 
Come early and enjoy! 
 
 

 

 

 
Ted Maddock Painting 2014 

 

The Raffle 
Each year we enlist the support of local merchants 

to contribute to our raffle. Last year, we had the 

following gifts to offer: 

 

PLAY IT AGAIN SPORTS… A boogie board 

SHADOWBROOK/CROWS NEST…A $50 gift cert. 

BITTERSWEET BISTRO…2 $50 gift certificates. 

SEE’S CANDY…A one pound box of candy. 

PLEASURE POINT HAIR…Haircut and style 

ALDO’S…A $20 gift certificate. 

BARGETTO WINERY…2 bottles of wine. 

SOQUEL/CAPITOLA CHAMBER OF 

COMMERCE…Art and Wine Festival Items 

COOK HOUSE…A $30 gift certificate. 

ELYXIR DISTRIBUTORS…Exotic beer. 

HULA’S…Gift certificate. 

 

We urge you to use these donors and be sure to 

mention OUR PICNIC 
 

 

 SEE YOU THERE  


