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The Picnic 
July 27, 11:30 
Each year, the Pioneers invite the community to a 
fabulous picnic, featuring food, music, a guest 
speaker, and a chance to visit with new and old 
friends. 

This is a potluck. Bring a dish to share and eating 
utensils. We ask for a $5 donation per adult, but 
we will never turn anyone away. 

This year our featured speaker will be Deborah 
Maddock. Deborah is the daughter of the late Ted 
Maddock, long time Pioneer and our resident 
artist. 

To quote Deborah: “In 
the winter 1867, 18-
year-old Edmund 
Maddock the 1st, left 
the comfort of a stable, 
thriving family trading 
business in Liverpool,   
England, jumping 
aboard a sailing ship 
and making a 4 month 
journey across the 
oceans to San 
Francisco.  From there 

his adventure through many dangers, trials and 
successes, finally settled him in the Salinas and 
Soquel areas.” 

 “At about the same time . . . several other pioneer 
families were in the midst of their own westward 
movements.” 

“E. R. Fanuef and Addi Wyman from Canada, 
Joshua Parrish who brought his family from Ohio, 
and the Pringle family of future Soquel postmaster 
Lloyd Pringle were all staking their futures on living 
and thriving in early California.”  

Deborah’s talk will describe some of the ways these 
interesting pioneer families intersected. 

The Castro-Lodge Mill Stone 

Some of you may have noticed the mill stone at 
Pringle Grove and wondered what it was. Dick 
Nutter, our past President has furnished us with 
the following information.  

The Castro-Lodge Adobe stood at the end of what 
is now Hill Street in Capitola, overlooking 
Monterey Bay. It was one of the first homes built 
on the Soquel Rancho Land Grant in the early 
1800’s. Their water supply was a spring below the 
home in Noble Gulch, and Soquel Creek was a 
short distance away. 

The large mill or grinding stone was used to make 
flour from their farmed and purchased grain 
crops. A draft animal such as an oxen or mule was 
used to turn the device adapted to the stone. The 
origin of the stone and when it was brought to the 
Adobe site is not known, but it was crafted of 
granite rock. 

After the collapse of the 
Adobe in the 1920s the 
property, which was then 
only a few acres, sold 
several times; but the 
stone remained on the 
property.  

So this is a great time to 
be looking back to 
discover and preserve 
the stories and artifacts 

of our shared past, and forward to make sure all 
of it is available and presented in a way that 
makes it interesting and relevant to generations to 
come. 

The mill stone was donated to the Soquel Pioneer 
and Historical Association by L.T. Johnson and 
moved with a tractor trailer to its current location 
at Pringle Grove in Soquel.  

Continued on page 3 



          
PAST PRESIDENTS LETTER 

Well, it’s been a great ride, but I have decided it is 
time to step aside and let a new, younger, more 
energetic person take the helm. 

It really has been a wonderful time. I have had a 
supportive board and together we have 
accomplished a lot. 

For example; 

*We now have a web page that includes most of 
our archived photos. 
  
*We are now a 501c3 tax-exempt organization, 
which allows you to claim your donations on your 
income tax. 

*We are in the process of organizing our valuable 
items into our new filing cabinet. 
  
*In addition, there are the ongoing activities like: the 
picnic, our room at the library, this newsletter, etc.  

Our new president will be the younger, more 
energetic, Jim Hobbs. 

OTHER BOARD CHANGES 

Alice Daubenbis, a longtime board member, has 
decided to take some time off so that she can 
pursue her studies in computer programming.  

Alice has contributed so much to the Pioneers, at 
the picnic and doing special projects like 
designing our bookmarks that are available free at 
the Porter Memorial Library, etc., etc., etc. 

Several members suggested Laura Hamby for the 
board. We immediately agreed that she was the 
one who could bring new energy and ideas to the 
board. We said “yes” to her nomination and so did 
she. We look forward to her participation. 

Come meet her at the picnic! 

SEE YOU AT THE PICNIC 
Don’t  forget to  come at 

11:30!  

NEW PRESIDENT TO TAKE OFFICE 
My name is Jim Hobbs and I am looking forward to 
serving as President of the Soquel Pioneer and 
Historical Association. We all owe a huge debt of 
gratitude to Judy Parsons for her many years of 
service as president. I will do my best to maintain 
the level of leadership she has so ably established. 

My family first came to Soquel in 1877. My 
grandfather JJ Young was an orchard man on 
Cherryvale for many years. My grandmother 
Winnie Young  taught at Soquel School and my 
mother Frances Hobbs was the school secretary 
while my father Marion Hobbs was the Soquel 
postmaster from 1957 to 1977. And I have lived in 
Soquel for most of my 67 years. So you can see 
that our roots in Soquel are pretty deep.   

I have always been interested in history.  And I 
think this is an exciting time to be involved in 
things historical. The play Hamilton has piqued 
the interest of many by showing that history can 
be exciting and relevant. And the internet boom in 
genealogy has made it personal and accessible in 
ways that were not possible in the past. 
       

    

1941 The Soquel Pioneer Club’s executive 
committee: 
Seated; Bertha Marquess, Della West, Julia 
(Daubenbiss) Collins, Jessie (Bennett) Heath, and 
Nora (Oliver) Angell, 1939 first president. 
Standing; Silas Ryder, Uriah Thompson, Fred 
McPherson Jr., and Hiratio Angell 



Groovin’ in the grove 

 NEW PICNIC TIME 
  11:30 

  

COME EARLY AND ENJOY THE MUSIC 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

 THE HEART OF SOQUEL 
The Santa Cruz County Parks Department has been 
awarded a grant for the new Heart of Soquel Park 
that is located behind the Soquel Post Office. 

  
The grant will be used to create a walkway by the 
side of Soquel Creek from the Park to the bridge 
on Main Street. 

The Soquel Pioneer and Historical Association has 
agreed to support the Parks Department with 
interpretive signs along the walkway and possibly 
other aspects of this important Project.  

The Parks Department will be attending this year’s 
Picnic to share information. If you want to be a 
part of our involvement with this Project contact, 
Secretary, Lynda Lewit, 831-818-8109 or 
Lynlewi@comcast.net.  

From Page 1 
The Millstone continued 

This is an artifact from another era that needs to 
be recognized and presented for public 
appreciation.” 

Thanks to Dick, we have been made aware of the 
need to relocate and protect the Mill Stone and 
we are in the process of doing just that. 

########################################### 

THE AMAZING RAFFLE! 
Thanks to the businesses that donated to our 
raffle last year. Please support and thank these 
local merchants for their generosity. 
   
Boogie Board                  Play it Again Sports
$50 gift certificate            Shadowbrook
$50 gift certificate             Bittersweet Bistro
$50 gift certificate            Bittersweet Bistro
1 Pound See’s Candy        See’s Candy
Haircut and Style             Pleasure Point Hair
$20 gift certificate            Aldo’s
Exotic Beer                       Elyxir Distributing
Wine Basket                    Soquel/Cap Chamber 
$15 Starbucks certificate Starbucks
Two hanging fuchsias       Lisa Nelson 
Two meals                       The Cook House 
A football                  Play it Again Sports
Three pairs of earrings     Alice Daubenbis
Books and cards               Capitola Museum
Table decorations Soquel Growers
Wine Bargetto’s
Soquel memorabilia Jay Topping

The History Fair 
This year, the pioneers were one of the 25 
historical organizations participating in the 
Santa Cruz County History Fair, organized by 
the Capitola Historical Museum. 

Lisa Nelson created our 
excellent display which 
included everything from 
Quilts to dried apples. 
Shown at left is our future 
president, Jim Hobbs. 

mailto:Lynlewi@comcast.net


A DONORS STORY 

 If you are thinking of making a substantial 
donation to the Soquel Pioneers, perhaps in 
your will, here is what we did: 
   Our plan was to leave $5,000 to the 
Pioneers when we died. 
 Our attorney suggested that we make the 
donation before we die. He said, that way we 
will know the money got where it was 
intended to go and we can see it put to use. 
  So, we decided to double our money and 
make it in the form of matching funds. We 
offered to match any donation of $100 or 
more up to $1,000 each year for five years. 
Needless to say, we reached our goal of 
$1,000 each year. 
 Our commitment has ended and we hope 
that someone else will take the reins and 
offer matching funds for the next year or 
more. 
 We chose to make the donation anony-
mously, but that is up to you.  
 This has been a rewarding experience for 
us and we hope one or more of you will 
consider doing It too. 

Another option is to become a 
legacy donor by including The Soquel 
Pioneer and Historical Association in your 
estate plans. We encourage you to consult 
with your financial, legal, or tax advisor to 
make certain that your gift fits well into your 
overall circumstances and planning. 

For more information and to let us know that 
you’ve included The Soquel Pioneer and 
Historical Association in your estate plans, 
please contact our treasurer, David Lewit, at 
831-818-2277 or David@DavidLewit.com. 

Thanks to 

Our Latest Donors 
Kevin and Annie Allen, Julia Mae 
Burgess, Joe and Karen Calcagno, Lynne 
Caldwell, Cedola Daubner, David 
Emmanuel and Annie Chapin, Alice 
Daubenbis and Wayne Hunneman, 
Carolyn Folmar, Robert, Lillian, Mary 
and Theodore Gerrans, Duncan and 
Bonnie Gillies, Marc and Laura 
Grossman, Laura Hamby, Scott and 
Lynette Hamby, Kitty Hansen, Jim 
Hobbs, Mary Ellen Irons, John and 
Jeannie Kegebein, John and Linda 
Lucchesi, David and Lynda Lewit, 
Deborah Maddock, Margaret Madsen, 
Lisa McAndrews, Julie McGowan and  
Chris Fulmer, Bob McKenzie, Donaldine 
McRae, Hiram and Lucille Mogaard, 
Keith and Barbara Murray, Dick Nutter, 
Thom and Diane Parks, Paul and Judy 
Parsons, Frank A. Perry, Kim Allyn 
(Pinelli), Alice Ponza, Dave Ponza, Chris 
Poulos, Willa Dean Reynolds, Phillip and 
Janet Rupp, Anne Seliskar, Stanley 
Stevens, Priscilla Strauhal, Jean Tarr, 
Robert B. Walker, Greg and Cathy Walls, 
Jerry and Robynn Walters 

Your help is appreciated. 

  
Who Remembers the year? 



100 Years Ago . . . 

The following Soquel news appeared in 
local newspapers during the year 1919.  

March 3, 1919   
 “A very interesting patriotic 
entertainment was held last Tuesday 
afternoon at the Soquel School in honor 
of the birthdays of Washington and 
Lincoln. A pleasing and varied program 
consisting of a patriotic pageant, 
dialogues and drills, recitations and 
songs, was effectively rendered by the 
pupils of the different grades. Mr. Kelley 
introduced that splendid veteran war-
horse, Colonel W. V. Lucas, who made a 
stirring address filled with interesting 
reminiscences of Civil War times.” 

March 29, 1919   
 “After two hours of deliberation, the 
jury in the case of William Bender, 
young Soquel musician charged with 
conducting a disorderly dance in 
Soquel, . . . failed to agree on a verdict.” 
Miss Cushing of Soquel testified she 
‘didn’t like the class of people she saw  
there, nor the general tone of the 
dance.’ Mrs. Adeline Peterson, however, 
who lives next door to Bender’s Hall, 
heard ‘only peace and the lovely music,’ 
and Miss Edith Clark, sister of the 
defendant, ‘saw no drinking nor heard 
any swearing.’” 

March 31, 1919   
 “The sixth, seventh, and eighth 
grades of the Soquel School hiked to 
New Brighton last Saturday and spent 
the day on the beach. The day seemed 
made to order and the youngsters had a 
delightful time.” 

May 8, 1919   
 “A great deal of interest is being 
taken in the Library Piano benefit and 
the ‘welcome home’ entertainment to be 
given at Soquel on Friday evening. 
Everything is being planned to make the 
evening a pleasant one to the soldier 
and sailor boys from Soquel, Aptos, 
Capitola, and Mountain District, and it is 
hoped no one will miss it.” 

May 13, 1919   
 “The Soquel-Capitola School District 
went proudly over the top in the Victory 
Loan. The quota of $36,308 was 
exceeded by several thousand dollars.” 

!  

September 13, 1919 
 “Another summer season is at an 
end, and Stafford’s in the redwoods and 
other resorts about Soquel are now 
practically deserted by all summer 
visitors. 
 Ewell’s apple drier, on the upper 
Capitola Road commenced operations 
for the season last Thursday.  The girls 
are to receive $3 per day this year.” 



Jay Topping Signs 

  
Last year, some of our most popular raffle 
items were the vintage signs donated by 
Jay Topping. Unfortunately, some people 
were disappointed because they were not 
winners of the raffle. This year we have 
decided to auction three signs so that 
everyone will have a chance at them. 

We will start the 
bidding at $30 each 

  
Happy Picnickers 

YES! We still have 
books 

Several years ago, some of the board 
members and others wrote an Arcadia 
book about the 
history of Soquel 
under the 
direction of 
Carolyn Swift, a 
well-known local 
historian. 
After the book 
was published, 
Stanley Stevens, 
a retired 
librarian at the 
University of 
California, Santa Cruz, authored an 
index for the book. 
The books sell for $25, including the 
index. 

Your Board of Directors 
Jim Hobbs, President     
 JHobbs352 (at) gmail.com 
Frank Perry, Vice President     
 treeandseatv (at) gmail.com 
Lynda Lewit, Secretary     
 Lynlewi (at) comcast.net 
David Lewit, Treasurer     
 David (at) DavidLewit.com 
Lynne Caldwell, Board   
 lcaldwell (at) jps.net 
Deborah Maddock, Board    
 dlmadd (at) sbcglobal.net 
Lisa Nelson, Board      
 Lisanelson242 (at) gmail.com 
Laura Hamby, Board      
 Laurajhamby (at) gmail.com 
Judy Parsons, Board  
 juudy (at) aol.com 

The Soquel Pioneer and Historical Association, a California non-profit corporation, 
with a business address of 5270 Pringle Lane, Soquel, California 95073. Our 
Federal Tax Identification number is: 47-323690


